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Pretentious Premiere Opens New Dramatic Season Wednesday Night

Sionificant New Note Is |

Sounded in Dramatic Art| .. ..

New Playwright Furnishes Complete Novelty in “On
Trial,” Employing “Retroactive” Technique of the
“Movies” Without Use of a Screen—Izetia
Jewel Has Big Plans—Van Buren Sends
Message to Washingtonians.

By JULIA CHANDLER MANZ.

Talk of the sensational sucress of a murder melodrama produced recently in
New York City galloped with such speed across and vp and down, the conti-
nent that the news penetrated the quiet hills of Virginia, where it found me

The Carrent Week.

Wedneadny—"“The
mon's Clew,™

The inauguration of the 1914-15 sesason
and the premier of an elaborate pro-
duction bring to the National Theater
| Wednesday night one of the most dis-
tingulshed groups of the theatrical aris-
||u-.—m_\'. not only behind the footlights
but before them. With the members of
| the mll-powerful firm of Klaw & Erlan-
| ger and thelr entire staff. Henry Miller
| and his force of experis occupying seats
in the pudience. “The Dragon's Claw,*
by Austin Strong, i»s to be given ita Ormt
production on any stage with an ex-
ceptionally strong rompany. Owing o
the inabllity of the stage director to
whip the enormous number of “sups'"
and minor charactors Into shape the
oprening scheduled for Monday night was
postponed The play Is in three ncts
and has to d4n with the uprising of the

Dra-

Chinese Bolers In 182 Mr Btrong has

some days ago seeking a temporary oblivion in the matter of things theatrical, sovern! successes to his credit, Including
and determined me to run up to New York and sec for myself what all the noise  “The Toymaker of Huremburg™ ead
“The Little Father of the Wilderness.'

was about, and to find out what manner of man could have achieved an actual
novelty while the new dramatic scason was yrt m the throes of its birth, with
little in the way of success checked up to its credit

Naturally, the first thing 1 did upon my arrival in New York was to insure
seats at the brand-new Candler Theater, where Cohan & Harris are offering
“On Trial"” 2nd where lines of people overfiow into the street daily in a mad
rush for the privilege of cashing in their good coin in payment for three hours

“The Dragoh's Claw" is the most ex-
tenslve production by Kilaw & Erlareer
and Henry Miller. The company num-
hera nearly
three actors in the cast, a large fAfy and
drum corps. a cholr of mixed volces, and
Chinese and Japansse supernumerarien.

The scene of act 1 Is the garden of
a palatinl home in the lsgation quarter
of Pekin, China, while acts 2 and 3
take place In the ecourtyard of the
British legation In the second act Is

of absorbing thrills.

To this crowded theater lobby before each performance of his play comes

young Elmer L. Reizenstein. He watches the crowd with an expression of be-| shown the attack which the frenzied
iy L i . . - z Boxeras made on the legation and the re-
wilderment, still dazed over the force with which he has “arrived” Diffident, pulse by the sllies, headed by the Amer-

modest, he talks to no one and seldom is s any one seen talking to him. And when |

135 peraons. there being thirty- !

T n 4
%M ﬁ. on a Bunday after-
noon, April €, 1918 at the National Thea-
tar,

The result of the reception of the plar
all over the country later ia responsible
for the decision on the part of Mr, Ben-
nott to offer it in every city in America
as a photodrama.

Kelth's—High-rlans Vande-
wille.

| B. F. Kelth's vaudeville bill this week
will include attractions ranging from mti-
sl comedy to comedy drama. with
John C. Peebles offering “SBergeant Bag-
by,” a comedy sketch made from the
story of the same name written by Irvin
8. Cobb and published in the Saturdsy
Evening Foat. It was dramatized by
Mr. Cobbh and Bozeman Rulger, and Tom
Barry and Homer Miles staged it. The
rompany includes Mildred Quigx. Leo P.

1 life was given im

n F.

| Hardman, Charles Kennedy, Nell Bur-
| 1on. Joseph Knapman, Frank Dee, and
| Btuart Johnson. The story s of the

Eoguth and hlends chivalry, love, romance
wnd  laughter. Next In rank i» Ray
Samunein, who was featured in “The Hon-
eymoon Express™ and “"The Winsome
Widow end the "Follies’ It will be
| her first appesrance hi vandeville
Another new offering will be the
“Great Leon.,'” and hin troupe of mysti-
fyera from Simla. India. Ben Ryan and
Harriette Lee, with % new version of

I

the long line at the box office has run'-
out the playwright slips into the theater |
Eilte a frightened rabbit, and watches
“On Trial” make the vast audience lean
forward and grip the seats jn fromt,
uri-u]c the big human notes which throb
ugh the story and the power with
ch it is unfolded hold tense the
heart strings of “the house”
It isn't oftan that a professional review-

er. who 18 (nevitably surfelted with the
drama, forgets the M ome of analytical
i for which he or she In In the
aksarbed In the

i the manner In

t to an extent that

tier of reviewing is forgotiten, but

h a thing as T watch
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mmcond victim s shown as & brandy-
scaked wreck, disgruced the eyes of
soclety, separated from hik family, and
shunned by his friends. The final episode
of the play deplcts the return of thé
“vamplre” to gloat over the wreck she
has created. The man dies in an at-
tempt to strangte her, leaving her
lrlumlunt over the body of another
“foal.”

The central roie of the play, that of

the misguided husband, will be In-

trusted to Carl Brickert. It Is the role

thet was created in the original pro-

duetion by Robert Hilllard. and it es-
tablished him &= a star.

Gayety—>rHen Welch and His New
sShaw.”™

“Ben Welch and Hils New Show"

will appear at the Gayety this week.
Ben Welch has to mssist him a com-
pany of versatile comedians and an
eMclent chorus of girle. The book ia
in two separate acts, the first, "The
Love Waters,” a musieal farce, and the
second act, “Frisco. 1815 a satire on
the exposition, They are both from
the pen of Abe Leavitt, and have heen
expresaly written for Mr. Welch, Many
novel and new scenie and alectrical ef-
fects will be shown, Inciuding the
“Flying Stars,”~ requiring over 600
lights.

In the cast. hesldes Mr Welch, will
be feund Florence Rother, Minnie
“Bud” Harrison, Fred Florence. Mabel
Howard, Pat Kearnay, Frank P. Mur-
phy. Vie Caamore, and the twenty
American Zouaves, in "Of to Mexico™
The music is of the whistling kind., the
songs being staged by James Gorman.
general stage manager for the Cohan

-—

| her former engagement at the park.

| Glen Fcho will

| big attraction will

teur night Friday, with special concerts
every Sunday, including teday, from 3 to
¥ p m

Glen Eche Park.

Beginning with the Labor Day celebra-
tion tomerrow, thers will be something
dolng all the time at Glen Echo Park,
and “farewel] week” promises 10 be the
banner week of the year.

Amusement that covers a wide rangs
has been provided for those who choose
Glen Feho as the place at which to
spend the holiday. While a number of
special femtures will mark the day. the
be the reappearance
of Marie Thelln in the startling diving
act that gave x thrill to so many during

Not only on Labor Day. but all during
the week Misa Thelin will be the draw-
ing eard. In the afternoon she will give
her exhibition of high and fancy diving.
and at 9 tn tha evening she will be mween |
in her fire dive

This aftermoon and tonight visitors at)
Bave their last lenﬂﬂ'x-.
nity of ths summer to hear the &moer
by the Charles 0. Mills' Orchestra, il’""l
tonight, a= usual. the fras moving pir-i
tures will ha on the hill

Strand—Feature Filmes.

Washingtonlans will be given a final
apportunity te withess Gabrielle 4'An-
nungio’'s “Cabiria todny at  Moare's
Strand Theater. This spectacle closes a
recard run of two Weellsa at this houss
On Monday the featured attraction fnr|
the week will be Edward Peple'n \nl‘
drama ““The Littlest Rebel™ This at
traction comes direct from the q".nq,

Theater, New York was In this pl ny
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